Child Welfare Outcomes Report: Data Sources and Elements®

Context Information

Items

Data Sources and Elements

Context Statistics

Total children
under 18 years

U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau

Race/ethnicity (%)

U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau

Child population
in poverty (%)

U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau

Caseworker visits for
children in foster care

States submit data in conjunction with Child and Family Services Plans and Annual
Progress and Services Reports

Child Maltreatment Data

(National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System)

Children subject

of an investigated
report alleging child
maltreatment

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), ACF/ACYF, Children’s
Bureau, National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)

Two possible data sources:

(1) NCANDS Child File: Elements 27, 29, 31, and 33, Maltreatment Disposition Level

(2) NCANDS Summary Data Component (SDC): Item 3.1, Children Subject of a CPS
Investigation or Assessment by Disposition

Total child
maltreatment victims

Two possible data sources:

(1) NCANDS Child File: Elements 27, 29, 31, and 33, Maltreatment Disposition Level

(2) NCANDS SDC: Sum of Item 3.1A, Children for Whom the Allegation of
Maltreatment Was Substantiated; 3.1B, Children for Whom the Allegation of
Maltreatment Was Indicated; and 3.1C, Children for Whom the Allegation of
Maltreatment Was Given an Alternative Response That Identified Child Victim(s)

Child fatalities

Three possible data sources:

(1) NCANDS Child File: Element 34, Maltreatment Death

(2) NCANDS Agency File: Element 4.1

(3) NCANDS SDC: Item 5.1, Child Victims Who Died as a Result of Maltreatment

Age of child victims

Two possible data sources:

(1) NCANDS Child File: Element 12, Child Age at Report; or a combination of
Element 6, Report Date, and Element 13, Child Date of Birth

(2) NCANDS SDC: Item 4.2, Child Victims By Age

Race/ethnicity of
child victims

Two possible data sources:

(1) NCANDS Child File: Elements 15 through 20, Child Race; and Element 21, Child
Ethnicity

(2) NCANDS SDC: Item 4.4, Child Victims by Hispanic or Latino Ethnicity, and Item

4.5, Child Victims by Race

L Al of the data may be found on the Child Welfare Outcomes data site at https://cwoutcomes.acf.hhs.gov/cwodatasite/. Not all of
the data listed are included in the printed report.



https://cwoutcomes.acf.hhs.gov/cwodatasite/
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Maltreatment types
of child victims

Two possible data sources:

(1) NCANDS Child File: Elements 26 through 33, Maltreatment Type, Maltreatment
Disposition Level

(2) NCANDS SDC: Item 4.1, Child Victims by Type of Maltreatment

Response time

Mean response time in hours is computed from the Child File records using the Report
Date, Field 6, and the Investigation Start Date, Field 7. The result is converted to hours
by multiplying by 24.

Median response time in hours is computed from the NCANDS Child File records
using the Report Date, Field 6, and the Investigation Start Date, Field 7. The result is
converted to hours by multiplying by 24.

Characteristics of Children

in Foster Care (Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System)

Total number
(for each fiscal year [FY])

In care on 10/1
Entered care
Exited care

In care on 9/30

HHS/ACF/ACYF/Children’s Bureau, Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and
Reporting System (AFCARS)

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 21, Date of Latest Removal, and Element 56, Date
of Discharge From Foster Care

Median length of stay
(for each FY)

« Incare on 10/1

« Exited care

« Incare on 9/30

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 21, Date of Latest Removal, and Element 56, Date
of Discharge From Foster Care

Age of children
(for each FY)
« Incare on 10/1
« Entered care
« Exited care
« Incare on 9/30

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 6, Date of Birth; Element 21, Date of Latest
Removal; and Element 56, Date of Discharge From Foster Care

Race/ethnicity of
children (for each FY)
« Incare on 10/1

« Entered care
« Exited care
« Incare on 9/30

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 8, Race, and Element 9, Hispanic Origin

Characteristics of Childre

n Waiting for Adoption on 9/30 (AFCARS)

Total waiting children

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 35, Death of Parent; Element 43, Most Recent
Case Plan Goal; Element 47, Date of Mother’s Termination of Parental Rights; and
Element 48, Date of Father’s Termination of Parental Rights

Number of waiting children
whose parents’ rights have
been terminated

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 35, Death of Parent; Element 47, Date of Mother’s
Termination of Parental Rights; and Element 48, Date of Father’s Termination of

Parental Rights
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Age of children waiting
for adoption

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 6, Date of Birth; Element 35, Death of Parent;
Element 43, Most Recent Case Plan Goal; Element 47, Date of Mother’s Termination
of Parental Rights; and Element 48, Date of Father’s Termination of Parental Rights

Race/ethnicity of

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 8, Race; Element 9, Hispanic Origin; Element 6,

children waiting for
adoption

Date of Birth; Element 35, Death of Parent; Element 43, Most Recent Case Plan Goal;
Element 47, Date of Mother’s Termination of Parental Rights; and Element 48, Date of
Father’s Termination of Parental Rights

Characteristics of Children Adopted (AFCARS)

Total children adopted

AFCARS Adoption File: Element 21, Date Adoption Legalized

Age of children
adopted

AFCARS Adoption File: Element 4, State Involvement; Element 5, Child’s Date
of Birth; and Element 21, Date Adoption Legalized

Race/ethnicity of
children adopted

AFCARS Adoption File: Element 4, State Involvement; Element 7, Race; and
Element 8, Hispanic Origin

Outcome Information

Outcome Measures

Data Sources and Elements

Outcome 1. Reduce Recurrence of Child Abuse and/or Neglect (NCANDS)

1.1 Recurrence of maltreatment
within 6 months

NCANDS Child File: Field 4, Child ID; Field 6, Report Date; Fields 27, 29, 31,
and 33, Maltreatment Disposition Level(s); and Field 34, Maltreatment Death

Outcome 2. Reduce the Incidence of Child Abuse and/or Neglect in Foster Care (NCANDS and AFCARYS)

2.1 Maltreatment in
foster care

AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database: Element 21, Date of Latest Removal,
and Element 56, Date of Discharge From Foster Care

NCANDS Child File: Field 4, Child ID; Field 6, Report Date; Fields 27, 29, 31,
and 33, Maltreatment Disposition Level(s); Field 34, Maltreatment Death; and
Fields 89,108, 127, Perpetrator Relationship

Outcome 3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care (AFCARS)

3.1 Exits of children from
foster care

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 56, Date of Discharge From Foster Care,
and Element 58, Reasons for Discharge

3.2 Exits of children with a
diagnosed disability

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 10, Child Diagnosed With Disabilities;
Element 56, Date of Discharge From Foster Care; and Element 58, Reasons
for Discharge

3.3 Exits of children older
than age 12 at entry

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 6, Date of Birth; Element 21, Date of
Latest Removal; Element 56, Date of Discharge From Foster Care; and Element
58, Reasons for Discharge

3.4 Exits to emancipation

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 56, Date of Discharge From Foster Care, and
Element 58, Reasons for Discharge

3.5 Exits by race/ethnicity

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 8, Race; Element 9, Hispanic Origin;
Element 56, Date of Discharge From Foster Care; and Element 58, Reasons for
Discharge




Outcome Measures

Data Sources and Elements

Outcome 4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Reentry (AFCARS)

4.1 Time to reunification

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 21, Date of Latest Removal; Element 56,
Date of Discharge From Foster Care; and Element 58, Reasons for Discharge

4.2 Children reentering foster
care

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 19, Total Number of Removals; Element 20,
Date of Discharge From Last Foster Care Episode; and Element 21, Date of
Latest Removal

Outcome 5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption (AFCARYS)

5.1 Time to adoption

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 21, Date of Latest Removal; Element 56,
Date of Discharge From Foster Care; and Element 58, Reasons for Discharge

Outcome 6. Increase Placemen

t Stability (AFCARS)

6.1 Number of placements
by time in care

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 21, Date of Latest Removal; Element 23,
Date of Placement in Current Placement Setting; Element 24, Number of
Previous Settings in Episode; and Element 56, Date of Discharge

From Foster Care

Outcome 7. Reduce Placement

of Young Children in Group Homes or Institutions (AFCARS)

7.1 Most recent placement
settings of children age 12
or younger who entered

AFCARS Foster Care File: Element 6, Date of Birth; Element 21, Date of Latest
Removal; Element 23, Date of Placement in Current Placement Setting; and
Element 41, Current Placement Setting

care during FY




